[An atypical presentation of Kikuchi-Fujimoto disease].
Histiocytic necrotizing lymphadenitis (Kikuchi-Fujimoto disease) is a rare clinical entity characterized by the association of enlarged lymph nodes in the posterior cervical region and fever. The disease is more frequent in young women. We report a 41-year-old African patient who presented with atypical features of Kikuchi's disease including cutaneous lupus, haemophagocytosis, and lymphocytic meningitis. The ethnic origin and the clinical presentation were initially suggestive of tuberculous meningitis. However, microbiological analyses remained negative, histological findings were suggestive of Kikuchi's disease and HHV6 DNA integration was documented in our patient. Kikuchi's disease should be suspected in an African patient when lymphocytic meningitis is associated with enlarged cervical lymph nodes, hemophagocytosis and HHV6 DNA integration.